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FROM SISTER LADRA 2 S
much good news to share with you, our extended
family. As you read through this copy of ECHOES
you will see how God is making His Himself known
to us in many ways.

Through your generosity during this past year, we
have our new boilers keeping us warm. We have
had some snags with the related machinery but we
are working on getting everything running
smoothly before the cold sets in. To all of you we
are MOST GRATHEU

The cefounder of our Congregation, Fr. Gregory
CAZ2N}Y @FyGAX hCa KI a
the Vatican. This means the next step has been
taken toward his becoming a saint. We now pray
for a miracle attributed to his intercession. As a
community we are praying for a Sister who needs
one, and we ask you to notify us if you receive
graces through his intercession. We are blessed!

PRAYER TO FR. GREGORY

Lord, may your light shine and glorify your huml
servant, Fr. GregoryYour will was his bread, you
cross his strength, your sweet mother his guide
Let me be like him, a witness of the Gospel, ar
grant me through his intercession the grace o

. I implore this from your mercy.
be to the Fat hg¢

Gl ory

| always look forward to Advent. So much of my life
consists ofvaiting: | wait in traffic and on grocery
lines, | wait for the mail and for the weekend to
come, | wait for strength and healing for those |
love, and | always wait for the firsigns of spring

and summer. But as we light the first candle on the
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I NB KL LILJE Advent icdad,$ rerirtl myself that what | most

wait for is to hear the voice of my God deep within
my heart. Advent reminds me to listen, to watch,
and to remain alert, for God is alys present
within each of us. Each day | have to find room for
Him in the cradle of my heart, and allow Him to be
born there so that | can be His light to others. Let
us look with the Christmag&ve eyes of-a-young
child and find Him each day of ourdsv

Merry Christmas from all of us to all of you!
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This summer we
welcomed our two newest
members of our Province.
Through the generosity of
Sr. Beatrice, Vice
Provincial of Cameroon,
Africa, Sisters Sylvia Bong and Pascaline Yenmole
journeyed to Peekskill to be part of the St. Francis
Province. If you have met them, you know that they
are beautiful, holy, joyful, and loving followers of
Francis. Their flexibilly and willingness to be of
service wherever God calls them has brought great
joy and life to all of us. Both Sisters are teacher
aids at St. Augustine School in Ossining, teach
Rel i gious Education at
Hollow, and keep very kay helping out at Mount

St. Francis and the Villa. God has blessed us with
two young Sisters, still preparing for Final
Profession, whom we hawrown to love and
appreciatenore every day.
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MEET OUR
NEWEST LAY
ASSOCI ATE

On December™®, Linda
Morrison made her
pledge as the newest
member of our Lay
Associate program.
After her retirement,
Linda wanted to be able
to reach out to others and enrich her own spiritual
life. In her short formation period she learned
about the history of auCongregation, the role and
commitment of a Lay Associate, and the elements
of Franciscan prayer and spirituality. We were all
happy to welcome Linda and her husband Bob to
our December Province Day where she officially
began her journey with us. We gm®ud to have

you with us and wish you much joy and peace as a
Franciscan!

Our Lay Associates join us each month for otir 1
Saturday retreat day. They volunteer to help with
driving, switchboard, and setting up for large
retreats. Their fundraisindferts help us to enjoy
Pasta Suppers, Paint & Sip days, Tag Sales, and
their presence among us always brings a little more
joy into our days. New members are always
welcome. If interested, call us at 9737-3373.

Keep yoursebes m(zodstoveasgouwun
for the mergy of our Lowed Jesus Christ
to bring you to etemal (e

Let us remember those who have returned

Sister M. Kevin Dillon, FMSC
4/11/2% 10/ 27/17

Entered: September 8, 1939
Professed: July 7, 1941

Final Profession: July 7, 1946

Sister M. Kevin of the A
Agonizing Heart of Christ, (Mary
Elizabeth Dillon) was born in Walter Reed Army
Hospital in Washington, DC to John and Catherine
Dillon. Her father was an officer in the Army War
College and eventually retired to West Point with

his family. She entered the Franciscan Sisters after
graduating from Sacred Heart Grammar School and
Ladycliff Academy. She had a BA from Ladycliff
College and a MA in Latin from St. Bonaventure
University. Her assignments include group mother
fortheboysat St . Jos &grddés Hom
teacher at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, NYC, and
teacher of Science, Lat il
High School in West New York, NJ. For three

years Sister Kevin served as Personnel Director of

the Province, while teaaiy ESL in the evenings.

She served on many Middle States Evaluation
Committees and was the recipient of three
government grants for further education.

A new chapter in Sister |
and Sister Raphael became Religious Education
Coordinators at St. Mar vy

In 1987 both Sisters took over the Catechetical
Program at Holy Family Parish in Staten Island. In
1994 &ie was elected as the Assistant Provincial of

the Province. After leaving futime ministry,

Sister returned home to Peekskill to assist others in
their time of retirement. The love and care which

she provided for her good friend, Sister Raphael,

was abeautiful example of Franciscan compassion
and | ove. As we thank
as a Franciscan Sister, we, too, are grateful for the
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Sr. M. Kevin Dillon, FMSC
John Boddie, brother of Sr. Ann Patrick
Peter Bong, father of Sr. Syvia
George Kallimanis, brother of
Sr. Theresa Ann
Madeline Carroll

graced us: her smile, her Irish wit, and her
dedication tahe gift of her vocation.

Annual Appeal Fund Raiser®

We are very grateful to all of you for your
generosity and faithfulness. Your donatafr$10 a
month is a great way to help us m#e expenses of
our community. God bless you!



Advent begins with
Sister Danielle!!

For the last few years here at Mount St. Francis, we
have begun the liturgical seasons of Advent and
Lent with a retreat day given by Sr. Danielle

Barran, CR. On Decembef 4forty guests along

with all of us who live here were encouraged by
Sister to AWait and Watc
birth of Jesus, we need to take private time to reflect
and watch for His coming among us every day.
When we know in our hearts that Emmanuel is
always present, we will be able to enjoy the gift of
His peace and the grace of His presence.

On Sunday evening, November" @ur Sisters
participated in the Annu
A's s 0 c i a-ThanksygiVing Ecumenical Prayer
Service, held this year at the Church of the Holy
Spirit in Cortlandt Manor, NY. The Prayer Service
consisted of prayers, songs, praise dance, and
reflections from Christian, Jewish, and Muslim
sources and intercessions in nine Ianguages
Sister Pascaline prayed hey ™
petition in Lamnso, the
native language from the
Cameroon, and Sister Laury
read from Matthew 25
about the corporal works of
mercy. Our community was
well represented: attending &
were Sisters Anne James,
Angeline, Elena, Lisa Gract
Sylvia, Pascaline, Laura,
and Sr. Mary McCaffery
from the Villa.

Sr. Angedne with a friend.
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At Mt. St. Francis we offer you the opportunity
to enjoy a private retreat [2ay of Recollect ion
for your organization or parish, and Confirmatid

retreats for your students. If you would like tq

schedule time here or rent our meeting room
contact us at 914373373.

Sunday, June 24Fr|day, June 29
at Mount St. Francis

Directed by
Father Jack Rathschmidt, ofmCap

Suggested donation: $350.00
Reservations: 91437-3373
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residents getting ready for Christmas.

S5

CONGRATULATI ONSeéy,

On Friday, December 8, we celebrated the special
anniversaries of:
Sr. Helen Marie Cahill, FMSC -70 years
Sr. Anne James Guerin, FMSC - 60 years
Sr. Theresa Ann Kallimanis, FMSC — 60 years
Sr. Julia Marie Kennedy, FMSC — 60 years.
Joining us for Mass and dinner were
Sr.Elaine Maguire, FSP and
Sr. Francine Kavanaugh, FSP, both celebrating
60 years as Franciscans.

Kathleen, Catherine, and Sr. Mary putting thei

I 30%#) !, $%$)#! 4 toucheson the tree.

On Monday, December 18", Cardinal %
Timothy Dolan will be celebrating Mass for
the population at Taconic Correctional
Facility in Bedford Hills, NY. During his visit,
he will be blessing the Catholic Chapel at the
prison and naming it the
Sister Antonia Chapel.
Sister Antonia was the first female Catholic

Chaplain in Prison Ministry in the state of

New York, where she gave 42 years to her

beloved prison ministry. Her love and

_kil]lJ]ooekj bkn dan (
cnaaj O _ kjngpieejour maarcepated
brothers and sisters to believe in themselves

and grow close to their God who loves them.

Deacon Cliff Calanni,Catholic chaplain at 4 The LORD Sl yox wnd ko
Taconic, believes that her spirit is still doing L The LORD make His face shine upon you
time at the prison as she intercedes for the N and be gracious fo you;

needs of the women  The LORD turn His face foamn(_yau

nd give eace.
whom she served so well. ! ;," ‘Zf“” 5
am 2a-2b

G K.\,’ % : T,
Dolorita, Kathleen, Sr. Sheila, Stephanie,
Sr. Clare, Sr. Mary, & Chessie ready for the

Treetrimming party!




FRANCISCAN MISSIONARY SISTERS July 22 and 2 found us electing the General

OF THE SACRED HEART Administration for thi
XX GENERAL CHAPTER Sr. Paola Dotto, General Superior
July 5-31, 2017f Rome Sr. Tiziana Tonini,*1Councilor

Sr. Augusta Visentin,"® Councilor
Sr. Rose Thomas Palamthattel® €ouncilor
Sr. Gregorla Suarez Medlna‘“l[:ouncnor

SistersAnnaMaria, Clare & Laura working

On July3 Sr. Laura andsr. Clare begatmeir o ' _ ‘
adventure as they lefiFKAirport for Rome as Our remaining days were spent in small groups,
del egates to our Congr Repyipgaliheproposalgto pepigsented fo the
Chapter. We were happy to be reacquainted assembly.After discussing and makirtge
with so many Sisters from all our provinces, and hecessary changes, all the delegates voted for what is

to connect with our third delegate, Sr. Aa now our FMSC Document for the next six years:
Maria Not, who joined us after her home visit in a Ca{/ ibnkLa usdeaew our evangelical
Italy. Each day was full of activity, work, prayer, enthusiasm to embrace and give life with the
and inspiration as wurneyedtogether, | SEFNI 2F / KNARad / NHzO.
di scovering God’s pl an Jdlyavas alosg, hbtobusy mdnth foroer Sisterssat the
years. On July B we celebrated the 100th Chater. It was a time of work, girayer, of grace, of
Anniversary of theleath of our Foundress Laura laughter and of tears, a time tag@w together
Leroux,memorialized by a beautiful Venetian as we heard the Lord speak to us
glass work of art depicting the Duchess Laura in many varied waysf being blessed together

and our cefounder, Fr. Gregory Fioravanti,
OFM, which now graces the wall of our
Generalate.After three days of retreat and
reflection, the Chapter was officially opened on
July 9th.In the days that followed, each
Provincial presented a detailed report of her
Province, along with the reports of the Superior
General Sr. Paolaotto and theFinanciareport
from Sr. Emmapia, General Bomist.




A Franciscan Manger Story compassion of God. The good news continued to spread

(Author unknown) throughouwtll of Italy. All who wished to see the glory of the

Infant Savior came. They brought with them all who were
Anditcametopass,in troubl ed and weary. i Come
those days, that the heavily | aden. o And all th

word ofhe Lord came The multitude gatheredasiMand dancing filled the night.

to Francief Assisi that Angels joined them, singing to honor the birth of the newb
he should set out with all  pabe. The invitation was given, and all came to the feast.
haste to rebuild the Holy Church of God. So, Francigyshands and fathers came to find strength and courage,
gathered to himself followers who learned from him; ¢ o ph heard i nephkneéwteam,

the love of God and of holy simplicity and Lady , : . -
Poverty. These brothers and sisters of Francis weré: hallenge of protecting the perils of those lost in poverty.

sent untthe surrounding countryside and towns to people understood the joy and wonder of Joseph, and
tell the people of Umbria, and indeed, the whole of rejoiced that the struggles of their lives had become the

ltaly, the good news that had been proclaimed by tg@ncern of their God. Wives and mothers nodded and kn:

Lord Jesus. The people of God grew in oftheawen Maryos heart. Mary
understanding and love of the Church and its faith. to touch the mind of God, and the humility to know how to

The gospel of Jesuas becoming known to all far ~ love without bounds. The virgin had conceived, God was

and wide. And after considerable time God again here, close to them, and all was well. Children came too,
spoke to Francis and satihdi,s fiBlaeblyl withesine tosaamd t@Mapkheofm
great Il ove. o0 Therefore,syFcrhanicsi st hsea ikdi ntgod ohm so ff onl el a

f L € t. t'u S OIS| how t?a\r/]e thepfS@mtqn Iteln %cﬁd\(et o@tﬂedni ﬁ’[,fa.ll were stirred with great devotiol
usinquetjoyandie o n € TS the honc')résdEh([:-n&r 'of?ne new born Savior. The multitu

Then brothers and sisters of Francis went forth frorrgljathered. Music and daﬂcing filled the night. Angels joinec

As sts to .O.t her vill ag ethsem, siﬁnghé/t'o Mofor t eooirtﬁ o?tﬁe ngvv%o(%rpb!ab%.’The
Greccipto the mountainside there, and you will see invitation was given, and all camef to the feast. Thus it can
how the g 9 0 d God loves 't(?paé% fhgt th jg&/ﬁjl cdlebritiBn o?the%cﬁn\né’of the’sa.
another, AW L1 all of WssPofghttoHe DI Rord. Thé Sarthtafid®all FPeltbre
come? The blind or the lame? What about the rich%,5nored Godll the people knew the joy of the Lord, and

What about those who know how to be pleased witkis generation did see His Glory. The mountains and vall
whatever hey have?0 And t heofgRRidrang Rith the sdudd of rajélcing. bR btdr lights
are welcome! The marvelous, all powerful, andall God6s cat hedral joined the
good God is God of al | .shining 6n tHe Bcene bfdede@tmeht oftMe bifttEofithie f

celebration of the birth of the Lord Jesus, behold, Savior of the world. At this moment, peace on earth was v
Francis and his companions were earnest in prepariggl. The people smiled. All was good for God had come t

forthe first time a visual celebration of the first them. As the celebration moved on toward the reading of
Christmas night. All was made ready. The empty cdvaristmas Gospel, behold a great siéoeerfall as
was still. The wind held its breath. The time of Francis bent to pick up the unmovifpmeinfant, who

miracles was close. A great procession was formedppeared in the manger. Francis smiled as the Lord of
and all were filled with the joy of the Lord. Up the heaven and earth came to life in his arms. The wood of th
mountain came shepherds, fishermen and Carpentéﬁ‘@nger foreshadowed the wood of the cross. Thus it cam
and those who sought to know the comfort of the LERES thahe joyful celebration of the coming of the Savior
their God. Sheep came. Cows came. The donkeyWas brought to tveole worlé The eart h and
came carrying, the Mother and the Baby, who is thshall honor_ God. All people_s will know the joy of the Lord,
King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. The simplicity &/ generations shall see His &Glory.

andpoverty of God became real. Francis and his So, our _Christmas IS now. We_join tredsiof .
enerations who follow Francis up the mountainside to

brothers smiled. They had come to preach, but they . .
y P gﬂtness the birth of the God who desires to be so close to
%hat He became one of us. All praise be to our Most

actions of the brothers of the great power and High God. and to His Beloved Son, the Christ!
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16 17
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Pre Ash Wed.
Valentine
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25 26 27 28

$100  $50 $50 $50

FRANCISCAN
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CALENDAR RAFFL
FEBRUARY, 2018

Please fill out your tickets
and retunto us by
January 25, 2018.

Chances are $10 each or
4 for $30.
You have 28 chances
to win!
All proceeds benefit the care
of our Sisters.

Thank you and Good Luck!
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250 South Street, Peekskill, NY 10566
February, 2018 $10 each or 4 for $3
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Franciscan Sisters
250 South St.
Peekskill, NY 10566

VI LLA SAI NT FRANCI
Independent Living

The Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heatrt,

wishing to continue their 150+ years of service to the church @
and the community, manage and staff Vill&t. Francis. The
Sisters minister to fulfill the needs for age 60+ independent
women who wish to be free from the burdens of maintaining
their own home, in a warm, caring family atmosphere.
Located on the grounds of Mt. St. FrareiConvent,
overlooking the Hudson Rier with 29 studios, Villa St.
Frands offers independentiving for senior women.

Contact Catherine McAdam at (914) 73244 or at
villastfrancispeekskill@gmail.com
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