
  

  

FROM SISTER LAURAΧ  ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻ 
much good news to share with you, our extended 
family.   As you read through this copy of ECHOES 
you will see how God is making His Himself known 
to us in many ways.  

  

Through your generosity during this past year, we 

have our new boilers keeping us warm.  We have 

had some snags with the related machinery but we 
are working on getting everything running 
smoothly before the cold sets in.  To all of you we 
are MOST GRATEFUL!    
  

The co-founder of our Congregation, Fr. Gregory 
CƛƻǊŀǾŀƴǘƛΣ hCa Ƙŀǎ Ƨǳǎǘ ōŜŜƴ ƳŀŘŜ Ψ±ŜƴŜǊŀōƭŜΩ ōȅ 
the Vatican.  This means the next step has been 
taken toward his becoming a saint.   We now pray 

for a miracle attributed to his intercession.  As a 

community we are praying for a Sister who needs 
one, and we ask you to notify us if you receive 
graces through his intercession.  We are blessed!  

  

PRAYER TO FR. GREGORY  
  

Lord, may your light shine and glorify your humble 
servant, Fr. Gregory.  Your will was his bread, your 
cross his strength, your sweet mother his guide.   

Let me be like him, a witness of the Gospel, and 
grant me through his intercession the grace of 
_________. I implore this from your mercy. 
Glory be to the Father…(3x)  

 

  

I always look forward to Advent.  So much of my life 
consists of waiting:  I wait in traffic and on grocery 
lines, I wait for the mail and for the weekend to 
come, I wait for strength and healing for those I 

love, and I always wait for the first signs of spring 
and summer.  But as we light the first candle on the 

Advent wreath, I remind myself that what I most 
wait for is to hear the voice of my God deep within 
my heart. Advent reminds me to listen, to watch, 
and to remain alert, for God is always present 
within each of us. Each day I have to find room for 
Him in the cradle of my heart, and allow Him to be 
born there so that I can be His light to others.  Let 

us look with the Christmas- Eve- eyes- of-a-young-
child and find Him each day of our lives.  

Merry Christmas from all of us to all of you!  

 

----------------------------------------------  

MEET OUR  

NEWEST 

SISTERSé  
This summer we 

welcomed our two newest 

members of our Province.  

Through the generosity of 

Sr. Beatrice, Vice  

Provincial of Cameroon, 

Africa, Sisters Sylvia Bong and Pascaline Yenmole 

journeyed to Peekskill to be part of the St. Francis 

Province. If you have met them, you know that they 

are beautiful, holy, joyful, and loving followers of 

Francis.  Their flexibility and willingness to be of 

service wherever God calls them has brought great 

joy and life to all of us.  Both Sisters are teacher 

aids at St. Augustine School in Ossining, teach 

Religious Education at St. Teresaôs Parish in Sleepy 

Hollow, and keep very busy helping out at Mount 

St. Francis and the Villa.  God has blessed us with 

two young Sisters, still preparing for Final 

Profession, whom we have grown to love and 

appreciate more every day.  
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 MEET OUR 

NEWEST LAY 

ASSOCIATEé  

  

On December 2nd, Linda 

Morrison made her 

pledge as the newest 

member of our Lay 

Associate program.   

After her retirement, 

Linda wanted to be able 

to reach out to others and enrich her own spiritual 

life.  In her short formation period she learned 

about the history of our Congregation, the role and 

commitment of a Lay Associate, and the elements 

of Franciscan prayer and spirituality.  We were all 

happy to welcome Linda and her husband Bob to 

our December Province Day where she officially 

began her journey with us.  We are proud to have 

you with us and wish you much joy and peace as a 

Franciscan!   

Our Lay Associates join us each month for our 1st 

Saturday retreat day.  They volunteer to help with 

driving, switchboard, and setting up for large 

retreats.  Their fundraising efforts help us to enjoy 

Pasta Suppers, Paint & Sip days, Tag Sales, and 

their presence among us always brings a little more 

joy into our days. New members are always 

welcome.  If interested, call us at 914-737-3373.  

 --------------------------------------------------------------  

  
Let us remember those who have returned 

ÏÖÔÌɯÛÖɯÛÏÌÐÙɯÏÌÈÝÌÕÓàɯÙÌÞÈÙËȱɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯɯ

Sr. M. Kevin Dillon, FMSC  

John Boddie, brother of Sr. Ann Patrick  

Peter Bong, father of Sr. Sylvia  

George Kallimanis, brother of                                      

Sr. Theresa Ann 

Madeline Carroll  

 

 

Sister M. Kevin Dillon, FMSC  

4/11/21- 10/ 27/17  

Entered: September 8, 1939  

Professed: July 7, 1941  

Final Profession: July 7, 1946  

  

Sister M. Kevin of the  

Agonizing Heart of Christ, (Mary 

Elizabeth Dillon) was born in Walter Reed Army 

Hospital in Washington, DC to John and Catherine 

Dillon. Her father was an officer in the Army War 

College and eventually retired to West Point with 

his family. She entered the Franciscan Sisters after 

graduating from Sacred Heart Grammar School and 

Ladycliff Academy.  She had a BA from Ladycliff 

College and a MA in Latin from St. Bonaventure 

University.  Her assignments include group mother 

for the boys at St. Josephôs Home, a 3rd grade 

teacher at Our Lady Queen of Martyrs, NYC, and 

teacher of Science, Latin and French at St. Josephôs 

High School in West New York, NJ.  For three 

years Sister Kevin served as Personnel Director of 

the Province, while teaching ESL in the evenings.  

She served on many Middle States Evaluation 

Committees and was the recipient of three 

government grants for further education.    

A new chapter in Sister Kevinôs life began when she 

and Sister Raphael became Religious Education 

Coordinators at St. Maryôs Parish in Katonah, NY.  

In 1987 both Sisters took over the Catechetical  

Program at Holy Family Parish in Staten Island.  In 

1994 she was elected as the Assistant Provincial of 

the Province.  After leaving full-time ministry, 

Sister returned home to Peekskill to assist others in 

their time of retirement.  The love and care which 

she provided for her good friend, Sister Raphael, 

was a beautiful example of Franciscan compassion 

and love.   As we thank God for Sister Kevinôs life 

as a Franciscan Sister, we, too, are grateful for the 

little miracles and blessings with which she has 

graced us: her smile, her Irish wit, and her 

dedication to the gift of her vocation.  

-----------------------------------------------------   

Annual Appeal Fund Raiseré               
We are very grateful to all of you for your 

generosity and faithfulness.  Your donation of $10 a 

month is a great way to help us meet the expenses of 

our community.  God bless you! 



At Mt. St. Francis we offer you the opportunity                    
to enjoy a private retreat, a Day of Recollect ion  
for your organization or parish, and Confirmation 

retreats for your students.  If you would like to 
schedule time here or rent our meeting room,                            

contact us at 914-737-3373. 
 

 

Advent begins with                   
Sister Danielle!!   
 

For the last few years here at Mount St. Francis, we 

have begun the liturgical seasons of Advent and 

Lent with a retreat day given by Sr. Danielle     

Barran, CR.  On December 4th, forty guests along 

with all of us who live here were encouraged by 

Sister to ñWait and Watchò.  As we anticipate the 

birth of Jesus, we need to take private time to reflect 

and watch for His coming among us every day.  

When we know in our hearts that Emmanuel is 

always present, we will be able to enjoy the gift of 

His peace and the grace of His presence.  

 

 

Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

On Sunday evening, November 19th, our Sisters 

participated in the Annual “Peekskill Area Pastors’  

Association” Pre-Thanksgiving Ecumenical Prayer  

Service, held this year at the Church of the Holy  

Spirit in Cortlandt Manor, NY.  The Prayer Service 

consisted of prayers, songs, praise dance, and  

reflections from Christian, Jewish, and Muslim  

sources and intercessions in nine languages.  

Sister Pascaline prayed her 

petition in Lamnso, the  

native language from the  

Cameroon, and Sister Laura 

read from Matthew 25  

about the corporal works of 

mercy.  Our community was 

well represented: attending 

were Sisters Anne James,  

Angeline, Elena, Lisa Grace, 

Sylvia, Pascaline, Laura, 

and Sr. Mary McCaffery 

from the Villa.  
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

!ƴƴǳŀƭ {ƛǎǘŜǊǎΩ wŜǘǊŜŀǘ 
Sunday, June 24- Friday, June 29 

at Mount St. Francis 
 

Directed by 
Father Jack Rathschmidt, ofmCap 

 

Suggested donation: $350.00 
Reservations:  914-737-3373 

 

  
  

Sr. Angelene with a friend. 



            VILLA ST. FRANCISéis where you find our      

residents getting ready for Christmas.  
  

CONGRATULATIONSé  
 On Friday, December 8th, we celebrated the special   

anniversaries of:  

Sr. Helen Marie Cahill, FMSC -70 years  

Sr. Anne James Guerin, FMSC – 60 years  

Sr. Theresa Ann Kallimanis, FMSC – 60 years                         

Sr. Julia Marie Kennedy, FMSC – 60 years.  

Joining us for Mass and dinner were  

Sr.Elaine Maguire, FSP and                                                  

Sr. Francine Kavanaugh, FSP, both celebrating                    

60 years as Franciscans.  

   
   Kathleen, Catherine, and Sr. Mary putting their  

                                       touches on the tree.  

                         

 
Dolorita, Kathleen, Sr. Sheila, Stephanie,                     

Sr. Clare, Sr. Mary, & Chessie ready for the                  

Tree-trimming party!  

! 30%#)!, $%$)#!4)/.À  
  

On Monday, December 18th, Cardinal 

Timothy Dolan will be celebrating Mass for 

the population at Taconic Correctional 

Facility in Bedford Hills, NY.  During his visit, 

he will be blessing the Catholic Chapel at the 

prison and naming it the                                         

Sister Antonia Chapel. 

Sister Antonia was the first female Catholic 

Chaplain in Prison Ministry in the state of 

New York, where she gave 42 years to her 

beloved prison ministry.  Her love and 

_kil]ooekj bkn dan Òiaj ]j` skiaj ej 

cnaajÓ _kjpejqao pk inspire our incarcerated 

brothers and sisters to believe in themselves 

and grow close to their God who loves them. 

Deacon Cliff Calanni, Catholic chaplain at 

Taconic, believes that her spirit is still doing 

time at the prison as she intercedes for the 

needs of the women                                              

whom she served so well. 



FRANCISCAN MISSIONARY SISTERS  July 22 and 23 found us electing the General  

OF THE SACRED HEART                                 Administration for their six year term…  

XX GENERAL CHAPTER  

July 5-31, 2017 ï Rome  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Sisters Anna Maria, Clare & Laura working 

On July 3rd Sr. Laura and Sr. Clare began their 
adventure as they left JFK Airport for Rome as 
delegates to our Congregation’s XX General 

Chapter.  We were happy to be reacquainted 
with so many Sisters from all our provinces, and 

to connect with our third delegate, Sr. Anna 
Maria Not, who joined us after her home visit in 
Italy. Each day was full of activity, work, prayer, 

and inspiration as we journeyed together, 
discovering God’s plan for us for the next six 
years.  On July 5th we celebrated the 100th 

Anniversary of the death of our Foundress Laura 
Leroux, memorialized by a beautiful Venetian 
glass work of art depicting the Duchess Laura 
and our co-founder, Fr. Gregory Fioravanti, 

OFM, which now graces the wall of our 
Generalate.  After three days of retreat and 

reflection, the Chapter was officially opened on 
July 9th.  In the days that followed, each 

Provincial presented a detailed report of her 
Province, along with the reports of the Superior 
General Sr. Paola Dotto and the Financial report 

from Sr. Emmapia, General Economist. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Sr. Paola Dotto, General Superior        

Sr. Tiziana Tonini, 1st Councilor 

Sr. Augusta Visentin, 2nd Councilor 

Sr. Rose Thomas Palamthattel, 3rd Councilor          

Sr. Gregoria Suarez Medina, 4th Councilor 

 

Our remaining days were spent in small groups, 

preparing all the proposals to be presented to the 

assembly.  After discussing and making the 

necessary changes, all the delegates voted for what is 

now our FMSC Document for the next six years:  

άCa{/ ƛƴ aƛǎǎion ς Let us renew our evangelical 
enthusiasm to embrace and give life with the  

IŜŀǊǘ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ /ǊǳŎƛŦƛŜŘέ. 

July was a long, hot, busy month for our Sisters at the 

Chapter.  It was a time of work, of prayer, of grace, of 

laughter and of tears, a time to grow together                       

as we heard the Lord speak to us 

in many varied ways of being blessed together. 

 

 

  
  
  



A Franciscan Manger Story  
(Author unknown)  

  

And it came to pass, in 
those days, that the 
word of the Lord came 
to Francis of Assisi that 

he should set out with all 
haste to rebuild the Holy Church of God. So, Francis 
gathered to himself followers who learned from him 
the love of God and of holy simplicity and Lady 
Poverty. These brothers and sisters of Francis were 
sent unto the surrounding countryside and towns to 
tell the people of Umbria, and indeed, the whole of 
Italy, the good news that had been proclaimed by the 
Lord Jesus. The people of God grew in 
understanding and love of the Church and its faith. 
The gospel of Jesus was becoming known to all far 
and wide. And after considerable time God again 
spoke to Francis and said, ñTell the people of my 
great love.ò Therefore, Francis said to his followers, 
ñLet us show the people how God of gave the Son to 
us in quiet joy and love on the first Christmas.ò  

Then brothers and sisters of Francis went forth from 

Assisi to other villages, saying to the people, ñCome to 

Greccio, to the mountainside there, and you will see 

how the good God loves.ò And the people said to one 

another, ñWill all of us be welcome? Can the poor 

come? The blind or the lame? What about the rich? 

What about those who know how to be pleased with 

whatever they have?ò And the good news spread. ñAll 

are welcome! The marvelous, all powerful, and all 

good God is God of all.ò As the time drew near for the 

celebration of the birth of the Lord Jesus, behold, 

Francis and his companions were earnest in preparing 

for the first time a visual celebration of the first 

Christmas night. All was made ready. The empty cave 

was still. The wind held its breath. The time of 

miracles was close. A great procession was formed, 

and all were filled with the joy of the Lord. Up the 

mountain came shepherds, fishermen and carpenters, 

and those who sought to know the comfort of the Lord 

their God.  Sheep came. Cows came.  The donkey 

came carrying, the Mother and the Baby, who is the 

King of Kings and the Lord of Lords. The simplicity 

and poverty of God became real. Francis and his 

brothers smiled. They had come to preach, but they 

spoke no words. The people were convinced by the 

actions of the brothers of the great power and 

compassion of God. The good news continued to spread 

throughout all of Italy.  All who wished to see the glory of the 

Infant Savior came.  They brought with them all who were 

troubled and weary.  ñCome to Me all you who are weary and 

heavily laden.ò And all the people said, ñWe need not fear.ò 

The multitude gathered. Music and dancing filled the night. 

Angels joined them, singing to honor the birth of the newborn 

babe. The invitation was given, and all came to the feast. 

Husbands and fathers came to find strength and courage, for 

Joseph heard in a dream, "Fear not.ò Joseph knew the 

challenge of protecting the perils of those lost in poverty. The 

people understood the joy and wonder of Joseph, and 

rejoiced that the struggles of their lives had become the 

concern of their God.  Wives and mothers nodded and knew 

of the awe in Maryôs heart. Mary had the wisdom to know how 

to touch the mind of God, and the humility to know how to 

love without bounds. The virgin had conceived, God was 

here, close to them, and all was well.  Children came too, for 

this Baby would say, ñLet the little ones to come to Me, for of 

such is the Kingdom of heaven.ò  

In the quiet of the night, all were stirred with great devotion as 

they honored the birth of the new born Savior. The multitude 

gathered. Music and dancing filled the night. Angels joined 

them, singing to honor the birth of the newborn babe. The 

invitation was given, and all came to the feast. Thus it came 

to pass that the joyful celebration of the coming of the Savior 

was brought to the whole world. The earth and all creatures 

honored God. All the people knew the joy of the Lord, and 

this generation did see His Glory. The mountains and valleys 

of Umbria rang with the sound of rejoicing. The star lights of 

Godôs cathedral joined the candle lights of the procession 

shining on the scene of the re-enactment of the birth of the 

Savior of the world. At this moment, peace on earth was very 

real. The people smiled. All was good for God had come to 

them.  As the celebration moved on toward the reading of the 

Christmas Gospel, behold a great silence fell over all as 

Francis bent to pick up the unmoving new-born infant, who 

appeared in the manger. Francis smiled as the Lord of 

heaven and earth came to life in his arms. The wood of the 

manger foreshadowed the wood of the cross. Thus it came to 

pass that the joyful celebration of the coming of the Savior 

was brought to the whole world. ñThe earth and all creatures 

shall honor God. All peoples will know the joy of the Lord, and 

all generations shall see His Glory.ò  

So, our Christmas is now. We join the hundreds of 

generations who follow Francis up the mountainside to 

witness the birth of the God who desires to be so close to us 

that He became one of us. All praise be to our Most  

High God, and to His Beloved Son, the Christ!                                 



  
  

     FRANCISCAN 
G=GH9FGó  

  CALENDAR RAFFLE  
FEBRUARY, 2018  

  
Please fill out your tickets 

and return to us by 
       January 25, 2018. 

  Chances are $10 each or                    
4 for $30. 

You have 28 chances          
to win! 

All proceeds benefit the care 
of our Sisters. 
 

 Thank you and Good Luck! 

 

  

  
  

  
  

Franciscan G]ghYfgóė 7U`YbXUfė FUZZ`Yė            
250 South Street, Peekskill, NY 10566  

February, 2018   $10 each or 4 for $30  

Name________________________  

Address______________________  

           ______________________  

Phone # ______________________  
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250 South Street, Peekskill, NY 10566  

February, 2018   $10 each or 4 for $30  

Name________________________  

Address______________________  

           ______________________  

Phone # ______________________  

:fUbW]gWUbė G]ghYfgóė 7U`YbXUfė FUZZ`Yė  
250 South Street, Peekskill, NY 10566  

February, 2018   $10 each or 4 for $30  

Name________________________  

Address______________________  

           ______________________  

Phone # ______________________  

:fUbW]gWUbė G]ghYfgóė 7U`YbXUfė FUZZ`Yė  
250 South Street, Peekskill, NY 10566  

February, 2018   $10 each or 4 for $30  

Name________________________  

Address______________________  

           ______________________  

Phone # ______________________  

Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wed.  Thurs.  Friday   Saturday  

        1 

$50  

2  

$50  

3  

$50  

 
4  5  6  7  8  9  10  

$100  $50  $50  $50  $50  $50  $50  

11  12  13       14  15  16  17  

$100  $50  $100  
Pre  

Valentine  

$50  
Ash Wed.  

$50  $50  $50  

18  19   20 21  22  23  24  

$100  $100  
ũƅŸƆżŷŸƁƇƆL ŝŴƌ  

$50  $50  $50  $50  $50  

  25 

$100  

26 

         $50  

 27 

$50  

28  

$50  
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VILLA SAINT FRANCISĄ      
Independent Living  

  
  

The Franciscan Missionary Sisters of the Sacred Heart, 
wishing to continue their 150+ years of service to the church 
and the community, manage and staff Villa St. Francis. The 
Sisters minister to fulfill the needs for age 60+ independent 

women who wish to be free from the burdens of maintaining 

their own home, in a warm, caring family atmosphere.  
Located on the grounds of Mt. St. Francis Convent, 
overlooking the Hudson River with 29 studios, Villa St. 
Francis offers independent living for senior women.  

Contact Catherine McAdam at (914) 737-4244 or at 

villastfrancispeekskill@gmail.com  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?q=villa+st+francis+peekskill+ny&view=detailv2&&id=BC8C2ECFDE250ABBC6471DBCFDA365350864725D&selectedIndex=0&ccid=MOcEfpgq&simid=608016788639121873&thid=OIP.M30e7047e982a827d348bdf3489283eb3o0
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